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MY HOLS MATA
My Hols: Douglas Coupland

Kyoto is the best place on Earth, but prepare to be turned on by the big sexy
blandness of Vegas

Interview by Graeme Green  Published: 20 October 2013
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Douglas Coupland: “I'm fascinated that North Korea even exists” (Francesco Guidicini)

My dad was in the Canadian air force. When he went civilian, he got this little de
Havilland Beaver plane, which I'm convinced was a death trap. At the weekend, my
brother and I and the family dog would get in the plane in British Columbia and we’d
fly to the Yukon, or to the Alaska Panhandle. At the time, it was like, “Oh, whatever,
we're travelling in the plane again.” But it was quite wonderful. It was like a dream of
travel. We'd just say “Let’s go there today”, and fly there. It really changed the way I
saw getting from A to B, and the way I saw landscapes. We viewed the land on a scale
you can’t get in a 747.

Travelling is really good for triggering creativity. I used to have this superstition in the



